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./Vb. 28. — April, 1834* 


1 .— iHemoir on the Ancient Coins found, at Beghram, in the Kohisidn 
of Kdbul. By Chas. Masson. 

[Read at the Meeting of the 30th instant ] 

[We hasten to give to the world the results of Mr. Masson’s successful researcItM . 
in the Numismatology of Hactriii, for the oommu'nioation of which to thii 
Journal we are mainly indebted to Or. J. Gkrard, who was for some days ia 
company with the author at Kabul, and had an opportunity of inspecting^ hk 
large and valuable collection of coins, and of certifying, that the drawings of 
those selected to illustrate the present memoir are faithful and accuraW. 

We are m^t I'aprY to comply with the author’s request in sending copies of 4he 
memoir to the .several officers and gentlemen indicated.] 

It will be untieccssary in tULs place to enter upon a detail of Alkxan- ‘ 
D 1 .RS conquests in central Asia, the rise and fall of the Greek Bactrian' 
monarch), and other events, which, as they have lately become a topi6. 
of popular attention, are daily receiving mure familiar illustration. I 
shall therefore proceed at once to the subject of this memoir. 

Ill July of the present year (1833), I left the city of Kabul, to explore 
the districts north of it, at the base of the mountains Hindoo Kiisbj^; 
with the primary object of identifying the site of Alexandria ad Cauea- 
sum. Although upon this question I defer a decision, until I cm 
consult the ancient authoritieb. there being many spots which would 
agree therewith in a local point of view,--I was recompensed by th# 
discovery of numerous intcreating objects, and among them of the site, 
of an ancient city of immejnse extent, on the plain now called Beghrapfi, 
near the confluence of the rivers of Ghorbund and Punjsheer, ajid at 
the head of the high road leading from Khwojeh Khedrec of Kohia- 
tan, to Nijrow, Taghow, Lu|hman and Jfdalabad. t soon kamedj 
that large numbers of coins ^ere continually found on the plain of 

V ■ . * 
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Beghram, and my first excursion put me in possession of about eighty, 
procured with difficulty,, as their owners were suspicious of my mo- 
tives in collecting them. The coins were of such a type and descrip- 
tion, as naturally increased my ardor in their research ; and, succeeding 
in allaying the mistrusts of the finders, 1 obtained successive parcels, 
until up to this time (November 28th, 1833), I have accumulated 
1,86.3 copper coins and fourteen gold and silver ones, the latter 
Brahminical and Cufic. Of course many of these are of no value, but 
I persevered iii my collection, under the hope of obtaining ultimately 
perfect specimens of every type and variety of coin ; in this I have but 
partially succeeded, so great is the diversity of coins found at this 
place, that every fresh parcel of 100 or 1.30 coins yields me one or 
more witli wliich f was not previou.^y acquainted. * 

I may observe, that, on my return to Kabul, from iny first excursion, 
I found two persons there, bu^y in the collection of coins. I left them 
the field of the citv, and confined my attentions to the more distant and 
ample one of Beghram. Besides, as my object was not merely the 
amassing of coins, but the ap|)lication of them to useful purposes, I 
hailed with satisfaction the prosjicct of obtaining a collection from a 
known spot, with wliich they would have, of nece.''sity, a definite con- 
nection, enabling me to speculate with confidence on the points they 
involved, 

I suppose that no Ic'Js a number than thirty thousand coins, 
probably a much larger number, are found annually on the or 

plain of Beghram, independently of rings, seals, and other trinkets. 
Gold and silvct coins occur but rarely. If w'e allow a period of five 
hundred vears, since the final extinction of this city, (and I have 
some idea that negativi proof thereof may be adduced,) and if we allow, 
as I presume is rca'^onable, that the same or not a less number 
of coins has been annually extracted from its site, wc have a total 
of fifteen millions, a startling amount, and which will not fail 
to excite curiosity as to this second Babylon. The antique treasures 
of Beghram, until their partial diversion this present season, have been 
melted in the mint at Kabul, or by the coppersmiths of that city and 
of Charcckar. The collection of them is made by Afghan shepherds, 
who sell them by weight at a very low price to itinerant misghurs or 
coppersmiths, who occasionally visit their tents, and these again melt 
them down themselves, or vend them at a small profit to the officers of 
the mint. / 

The coin's of Beghram compri'ie five grand classes, viz. Greek, Indo- 
l^ythic, Parthian, and Guebre, Brahminical, and Mohammedan, and each 
M these classes contains many varieties or series. I have ventured to 
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^attempt their arrangement, and if my plan be found correct, the classi- 
fication I should hope will materially assist the study of these coins, 
and their application to historical elucidation. In this memoir I shall 
only treat of the two first classes, as I have not leisure to include the 
three other classes — the study of which, however useful and necessary, is 
more obscure, and cannot be conducted without the assistance of histori- 
cal relerencc, which of course I cannot command here. Of the Guebre 
coins, which are found in considerable numbers, it may be generally 
observed, that the conquests of Arsaces Mithridates wdl explain their 
appearance in these countries ,• but I incline to think we may recognize 
a distinct Parthian dynastv, which mav pos'^ibly have been founded by 
Some enterprising viceroy under his successors. I sometimes indulge 
tlie hope* of identifying a Parthian metropolis in the neighbourhood, of 
Kabul. As Sassanian coins arc also discovered, it would seem probable 
that these countries were also at some period dependent on the princes 
of the house of Sassan. The Brahminical coins, that is, such as are 
clearly' so from their Nagree inscriptions, I calculate may chronologically 
be [ilact'd in succession to the Sassanian ones ; and that they formed 
the circulating specie of these countries at the period of the Muhamme- 
dan invasion, is proved by coins with Nagree legends on the one side, 
and Cutic on the other. 

General Observations. — Clas<, Creriun — Series No. 1. 

Coins of the Recorded Kings of Bactria. 

The Cfrcek coins found in the.se countries are naturally the most 
interesting. Of the recoided kings of liactria, we find at Beghram the 
coins of three only, viz. Menander, Apollouotus, and Euckatidks the 
1st or Great. It may sometimes happen that a medal of Euthydemus is to 
be met with at Kalml, but it must always be coiiMdercd an importation 
from Balkh. The coins of the two first Bactrian princes, Thkouotus I. 
and Theodotcs II. w'e ought not to expect here, as it is certain that 
their rule did not extend south of the Caucasus, the present Hindoo 
Kush. EurHYDE.MUs, the third prince, wc may conjecture profited by 
the diverted attention of Antioch us the Great from his eastern provinces 
to the Roman invasion, and passed this mountain range ; but the absence 
of his coins leads us to infer that he may have died before he had 
effected a settlement of the countries invaded by his arms. Of the 
celebrated Menander, we have numerous coins ; the features on most of 
them, those of youth ; on none of them, those of age. The legend of no 
one coin describes him as king of Bactria and India, nor is the epithet 
NiKATflP to be found, as applied to him by Sciileoel, but that of 
2nTHP. His recorded conquest of a great part of India must there- 
fore have been subsequent to his ascending the throne in Bactria, 
u 2 
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Colonel Tod observes, that, he could not fix the period of the conquest 
of Haetria b\ Mi \ander ; leading us to infer that he was a prince of the 
Cireck dviiHstyon the llyphasis; it would appear certain however that 
M: NANDKii vas a king of Jlactria, who extended his conquests very far 
into liulia, according to the direct testimony of Pliny — which is corro- 
boiated by Ibn taiu h, who, in his valuable and honorable mention of 
hi;n, ‘‘tvleslinn Munandku, a king of the Bactrians. 

Of Ai’ollodotl's we have se\eral coins, and their discovery in these 
couutrics proves the fact of his having reigned in them, vvhich has 
been doubted by some, who have alike referred him to the dynasty on 
tli(! llyphasis. 

It must be confosed, that our views are not at present quite clear 
relative to the reign^ and successions of the llactrian prii\ce% : if the 
chionologieal data of Sciileoel he correct, we have from the ascension 
of Ai’OLLonorcs to sovereignty 195 B. C. to that of Eucuatides 181 
B. C., but an interval of I I ycar'i, which may have been very naturally 
filled by the reign of the former, while we ha\c the names of three princ- 
es, MENANnKii, ! 1 elio(li:s, and Demetkh’s, who have claims more or 
le«s to be considered kings of Bactria. Fortunately, we have other 
kingdoms to which to a'"'ign them, should their pretensions to that of 
Bactria be tound inadnii''Sihle. These pinnt'-, and <“01110 others will shortly 
receive much elucidation, when we become aciiuainted with the nature 
of the coins found north of the Hindoo Kii^h. 

Tlie coins of Eu( R\rri)i:s I or (Jrcat, are very numcri^us, and of 
vcyy spinted evecution. 1 helu've they are not to be found east of 
Kabul, which, d a‘>ceiiained to he a fact, yields grounds for the hvpo- 
tlnsis, that in In'- time, an independent CIreck kingdom existed west 
of the Indu'*, wlio.-c capital wms the ancient Nv'^a, or near the modern 
.Icliilabad. That such a kingdom existed at the later period, w'e have 
the satid'aetiou of being able to demonstrate to a certainty. 

\Vc ha' e discovered no coins of Demetiucs. suppo>ed to have been a 
son ot El I'livuEMi's ; it is fair to infer then that he never ruled in the=e 
countiu"^. Colonel Ton a>‘-igns Inin to the dvnastv on the IIvpha>H, 
of wlncli he ha^* ^ome claini" to lie coii'-idered the founder, and vvhicli 
w'c may credit until farther ic?carclic< may confirm or controvert the 
oiuniou. 

We are alike without any evidence of IIeliocles, whose claim to be 
re|nited a sovereign of Baetiia appears to have been advanced by 
Muinm 1 ’, on the authority of a ‘Single medal. 

Wo find no coins of the la^t of those kings, Eucratides II. 
althoueli Ins reign was not a short one, (twenty-two years, according to 
SeiiLEGLL 1 As he ascended the throne by the murder of his father, 
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it is not unlikely that the parricidal act was followed by • anarchy and 
the di-ii\eiiibenneiit of many of h\s provinces . — the absence of his coins 
at llenhiMin would seem to countenance such an opinion, and the 
dn-tr.icted .state of his allhlr-^ was probably favorable to the inroads of 
the Getie, N\ho destro\ed hi^ empire. 

The coins of the kin»s of the regular Bactrian dynasty are of excel* 
lent workmanship, and have monop-ams or era*', from which an accu- 
rate estimation of their rei>:^ns m.iv, it is hoped, be adduced. The 
inscrijitious or lei^eiuU of the uncrscs arc invariably Pehlcvi, winch 
prove'' it to have been the cuneiit laniii'uaijre of these count nes at the 
pet iod of the Macedonian compie''t'' The Greeks, a.s coiupieroi>, inserted 
on the ob\erses, their own eharacteis, and by them wc recop;m/e their 
])nneC''» alier a laj)se of t\\ent\ centuries. Under the auspices of the 
jucsent vKU'oy of India, the Kiigbsh Idiiguage seems likeU to become 
generall\ kimwii throughout the eastern empire , and sliould this .s[)len- 
did purpose be eflectcd, at some remote puiod, wlien tlu- natural 
rciolutious of political authoiity m<iy lia\e placed the iiatnes of India 
under their own government, or that of otlier eompieroi tliey iiiav still 
retain a fond and grateful remembrance of then tormer rulers, while 
they cherish their languae:e and literature. 

Class, Crrna/i -Scries Xo '2 Ce/'/is' o/’ ANTIAAKIA02 AT2I05 

These coins I have ela'-ed a*' a di'tiaet senes, and introdueed them 
here, because iudepeiuh nth of the Ix'ard.", which are not iiornc bv the 
Ilaetrurti kings, or by the eaily mouarchs of the N)Scean dynasty, it is 
impossible to allow that the '■oveieigns were Cheeian, both from their 
naiue^ ai/d epithets — wh le the ime execution of the coins, and the puic 
Greek characters of the legends, seem to place them at a period syn- 
chronous or ncarlv ‘'^o with the Uactrian monarch-'. 'I'he conical 
emblem'-' on the coin'' oi ANTIAAKIA02 we fortunately deloet by a single 
sjieciincn to have been aho adopted by Kuchatioks , and this circum- 
st.mce e^tabli''hes a connection, if merely that of descent or siiccc'-sion. 
i\Iv opinion of tlie«e coins is, that they belong to princes of an inferior 
dMiasty, who ruled in the mountainous districts of Caucasus, conse(|uent 
to the destruction of the llactrian empire, and until tlieir subjugaliou 
b\ the N)siean rulers. Their metropolis may have been Alexandiia ail 
Caucusum, In the di-tricts where that city is miturally to be looked 
after, \iz. in tlie Kohistan of Kabul, we tind e\ery indication that a 
capital has existed, which has varied its position and name, in much the 
same manner as Babylon. Thc.se coins liavc fortunately monograms, 
which may contribute to their belter explanation. 

Class, Grecian — ISeries No. 3. Coins of ArAOOKAHi, riANTAAEflN, &c. 

Tins singular description of coins fortunately presents us with the 
name of thcpiinccs, although wc arc denied the satisfaction of beholding 
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their featureJ^ ; and no data are furni'^hed on which we may fix the dynasty 
to which thev may have belonged. Setting aside the curious form of 
thi“'e coiDS, their designs are well executed, and the obverse legends 
expressed in pure Greek diameters. This circumstance induces me to 
insert the scries here, and I ‘'hould consider the dynasty a distinct one, 
perhaps under nearly the same circumstances as the preceding. The 
consideration of the coins with the legend BASlAEfiS riANTAAEONTOS made 
me at first liC'itate whether to regard ArA0OKAEOT2 as a name, or, an 
epithet; as hotli descn])tions of coins, from the coincidence of obverse and 
reverse, sc(‘m to refer to the same prince. A series of uncouthformed coins 
I have included under tliis sciies, from the agreement of the obverses ; 
the reverses exhibit elephant". The^e Leonine coins have no legends, 
but figures, which may lie tlieir monograms. 

Class, Grerian — Series No. 4. Coins of the Ki/scenn Dynasty. 

We now come to a series of coins, which it L gratifying to identify as 
belonging to Greek piinces, wlioseseat of empire was at the ancient city 
of Nvsa, or Diunv'^iopoli'*, founded agreeably to Sanscrit and Greek re- 
cords by Hacchu>5 or Uionv^ius. Hercule.s, the, tutelary Ihietrian deity, is 
represented on som<' of thc'C coins, and a horseman, alike a Ihietnan em- 
blem, on othei". These coins, with respect to their type and execution, 
exhibit many iueoiigriutics : on niaiiv. while the bu"t is well exeeuted, 
and the features well delineated, the Greek characters of the legends are 
very corrupt, Happily, the Pchlevi legends arc generally fair and dis- 
tinct. The ])rinees of this dvnasty would seem to have been rittmerou?, 
probably of more than one family ; it is to be hoped, wc shall be enabled 
ultimately to identify all of them : at present we have three if not four 
])rincesof the same name EPMA105; n SATHPHEEAC ; and an TNAA<frEPP02*. 
Wc have the coins of others, the legends illegible. 

Class, Grecian — nnarranged Coins. 

Tlicsc coins I have not referred to distinct series, as it is probable 
that legible specimens will enable us to refer them to some of the pre- 
ceding ones. The coins of EPMAI02 have a similarity in nomenclature 
with tliose of tlic Nysiean dvuastv, hut it will be noticed, that the qua- 
drangular form is not adopted with the latter — another of the coins has 
the figure of Hercules, and another, the epithet MEPAAOT, the former a 
llactrian and Nysaaiii emblem, the latter only observed on the coins of 
Eucratidks 1. 

Among the supjilcmentary coins which were not found at Beghram, 
an,d are not m mv possession, the coins with the horseman on the 
obverse are certainly Nysecan ; on the reverses is the figure of Ceres ; 
these coins arc remarkable for their fair circular form, the pure Greek 

♦ We follow the ms.; but the second of these names is evidently SflTHP 
MEFAS, see turther on. — Eo. 
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churactcrs of the legend, and for bcinj; ^enerallv plated over with silver. 
Tliev are found generally, I belie\e cxclii''i\ely, iii the neighbourhood 
of Jclalabad. 

Class, Indo.ScyfhicScrias Xo 1 . Coins of KANHPKOi'. \c. 

The coins of KA\HPK02 exhibit two xarietic'i as to tiie vevcr>e. The 
one representing a tigure standing to the right, with the legend m 
(b-eek characters NAVAIA, the other a figure '-taiuhng to the left, with 
the legend HAIOC. This species of com ha^ been sapposed bv tlie 
E iitor ol the Journal of the A-iatic Society in Bengal, to belong to 
Kanishkv, a Taitar coaqaeror of Bactria. It i- gratifying to be able 
to conjecture "o newhat plau^iblv, that the capital of the jirince whose 
coin> are now tlie subject of our discu'"'ions, was at Kabul, a fact 
which luaf confirm or dcstroN the ojiiuion of hi> huiiigbeen Ka.vishka. 
j\I. CsoM^ DE Koros, from Tibetan authniitics, informs us, that a 
piince K,\ni-iik\ reigned at K.ipila, supposed to have been near lliird- 
w,ir . and Mr. Wilson endeavors to fix the birth-jdacc of Sakva at 
Ka[)il<i, which be places in Oude. If the locality of Kapila rest on 
sup]) 0 '>ition onU, and we be allowed the latitude of reading Kabila, and 
we fin 1 trom Mr Wilson’s notice that the name is actually .so written in 
one dialect and Kimboul in another, we have a great approximation to 
Kabul or K.ibool — the (lUC'-tion will be nearly set at rest, and Kanishka 
may have been the jirincc here designated KANHPK02, But if Kajiila 
cannot be allowed to represent Kabul, then we may doubt whether 
these coins refer to Kanisiika. But ce.tain will it be that they belong 
to a prince who^e metrojxilis was Kabul. As I find very plausible rea- 
sons are ad\am;etl for bunging the epoch of Kanishka to agiec with 
that of the overthrow' of the Ihictrian monarchy, and comscquently for 
inferring, that, that event was effected by him, the remark forces itself 
from me th.it Bactria was (-(^nquered from the north by the (iCtie. and 
not from the east or north-cast by the Sae.e. That the Getie and Sara; 
were distinct Scythian nations, was too well known to the ancient?, 
to allow their historians and geographers to confound them : w'c find 
even the Latin poet Horace awnire of the distinction. I doubt wliclher 
the Gct.ne at the period of their inroad ujion Bactria made any settle- 
ment, a?surcdly not a jiermancnt one, in the countries now' called Af- 
ghanistan ; nor do I feel certain, that, the Greeks did not rally and 
recover their authontv in Bactria. A better acquaintance with the 
country will enable us to judge more dtri^ively on these points. The 
barbarians apjiear to have proceeded southerly, and to have settled 
themselves, in Kuchec, Sind, and the Punjab, where they probably ab- 
sorbed the Greek kingdom on the Hvphasis. In tlie countries named, 
their descendants still form the great mass of the pojmlation, and pre- 
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serve their ancient name, Jet. The Greek kingdom of Nysa may have 
sprung up on the subversion of that of Bactria, or, may have been coeval 
with its latter existence ; be this as it may, we are warranted in the 
belief, that, it flourished for a long subsequent period : and it is only 
after its extinction that we can consider the coins of kanhpkoS chrono- 
logically, as we cannot suppose sovereigns reigning synchronously at 
Nysa, or Jelalabad, and Kiibul. The type and general appearance of these 
coins favor all these suppositions, and wiiile we identify them as belong- 
ing to a dynasty whose metropolis was at Kabul, we may conclude it to 
have succeeded the Greek one of Nysa. Whether the Nysjcan govern- 
ment was subverted by Kanisiika I cannot determine, but if so, his era 
must have been considerably later than about 130 B. C. 

The king on these coins appears in the double character of king and 
priest. My acquaintance with Buddha literature is too slight to enable 
me to atfinii that such was the character of their princes. The altar 
we can by no means allow to be a fire altar, that is, as connected with 
the worship of Mithra ; it is simply an altar, to which indeed fire is a 
general accompaniment, or at least when incense is to be ofTered, in the 
act of which the king here appears to be employed. This altar very 
fortunately occurs, us it permits us to connect at least five distinct varie- 
ties of coins without the possibility of error. 

Series No. 2. Coins of KAA4>ICHC, &c. 

The exact coiiicidence of the costume and position of the king, with 
the presence of the incense altar on these coins, can leave no doubt of 
their connection with those of KANHPK02, and establishes the fact of the 
sovereigns belonging to the same dyna.sty. A tope opened at K^bul by 
M. M. HoNiGSBERGERproved to be the sepulchral monument of Kaa4>ichc 
and from it was extracted a basin of factitious metal, with a gold coin, 
the legend on which was BACIAETC Kaa4>icHC-ooh (a representation of 
this coin is given as a supplementary one). This discovery is of emi- 
nent importance, as fixing the capital of the sovereigns of this dynasty 
beyond doubt. The copper medals of KAa4>ichc, are of very fair exe- 
cution ; the legends on the obverses corrupted, hut very legible Greek. 
They ally with the gold medal, have the same monogram OOH, which may 
be of much asistance. I incline to place the series of Kaa*ichc before 
that of KANHPK02 in a chronological point of view. 

Series No. 3. 

This series may very safely be placed in succession to the two 
former, while the absence of the altar proves them distinct. I have not 
leisure to offer many remarks, which these coins suggest ; but as the 
legends are evidently Greek, or intended for such, I trust that eventually 
we shall be able to appropriate them with certainty. 
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The princes, whose coins constitute the two grand classes, just noted, 
excluding those of the recorded Bactrian monarchs, may, I conclude, 
be supposed to fill up by their reigns the period between the overthrow 
of the Bactrian empire and tlie subjugation of the provinces west of 
the Indus by Arsaces Mithridates. The former event occurred about 
130 years A. C. and the latter without means of reference I cannot de- 
termine*. The coins of Beghram arc by no means exhausted, and fresh 
collections wdll doubtlessly put us in pos<«ession of many new ones ; 
indeed, I have now a few unintelligible coins, both Greek and Indo-Scy- 
thic, whose types although unrecognizable are certainly different from 
those described. The princes whose coins are found on any known 
spots or,site, may fairly be held to have reigned there. In the first or 
Grecian class, the Beghram collection yields us two princes of Seriga 
No. ‘2, two at least of Series No. 3, eight at least of Series No. 4, or 
the Ny«a?an princes, and two at least of the unarranged coins — making 
a total of fourteen Greek kings. The Indo-Scythic class yields us 
at least nine princes ; if the reigns of the whole of these princes be 
averaged at fifteen years each, the total gives a period of a himdred and 
forty-five years, which would bring us to about 25 A. D. New discoveries 
will certainly carry us to a much later period. 

I shall now close these brief and general remarks on the Greek 
and Indo-Scythic coins of Beghram, which I had intended to have 
made piil)lic, at a future period, and in a more formal manner, in 
England, had I not been a])prized of the intense interest excited 
by recent discoveries in this species of antiquities. I write from 
a country particularly interesting, and the neighbouring regions are 
perhaps as much so, at least to the antiquarian and historian, as 
any in the world. The Hindoo Kush alone intervenes between us 
and Badakshan, where if wc may not be so sanguine as to allow 
its princes even the honor of a bastard de-scent from Alexander the 
Great, we may be gratified in beholding the posterity of Oxartes, 
his father-in-law, and of Sisymithres, his benefactor and friend, or 
of those who govern in their seats ; also of solving the geographical, 
problem as to the source of the Oxus, by ascertaining whether it issue 
from a glacier as represented to Mr. Elpiiinstone, or whether it 
emanate from a lake as recorded by Pliny. 

For the last six or seven years, I have directed my attention to the 
antiquities of Central Asia, particularly to the vestiges of its Grecian 
conquerors and rulers. In spite of conflicting circum.stances, I have 
made many discoveries, which one day, by the favor of the .^mighty, 
I shall make public. I shall not remit my labors : notwithstanding 
• Vaillant places this event in the year 144 A. C. aud the final subjugation of Bac - 
tria by the Scythians in 126 A. C.— Ed. 

X 
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the inevitable casualties of time, notwithstanding the defect of histori- 
cal records, notwithstanding the merciless and destructive ravages of 
Muhammedan conquerors, I think, I trust, we have sufficient evidences 
and indications still remaining, to enable us to decide with certainty, or 
to arrive at plausible conjectures on, most of the interesting points con- 
nected with these countries, from the period of the Macedonian con- 
quests to the introduction of the Islam faith. 

P. S. Remark on the Etymology of Manihjala. 

General Ventura proposed as the etymology of Manikyala, “the City 
of the White Horse.” Mr. Wilson, very properly dissatisfied with this 
explanation, substituted that of “ the City of Rubies.” I beg to propose 
another which appears to me to be the ccrrect one, and peculiarly appro- 
priate to the building being a Buddhist monument. We find the term 
Manya or Lord and King, applied to Sakya and other Buddhist princes ; 
thus Sakya Manya, “ our Lord Sakya Abhi-Manya, our Lord Abhi. 
Kyala, signifying “ a place,” that is of any kind, why should we not 
read ManiAya/a, “ the place or grave of our Lord or King,” that is 
“the King*5 Grave;” a simple etymology, coinciding with the purpose of 
the monument, truly Buddhist*, and which will prevent us from bestow- 
ing on a city, a name, I suspect, it never had. It is singular and 
deserving of notice, that of all the topes so numerously found in various 
parts of these countries, that of Manikyala alone should have preserved 
its original Buddhist name. c 

Enumeration of Coins collected from Beghram, by C. M. 

Class Grecian — Series 1. Recorded Kings of Bactria : 


Menander, ‘AO 

Apollodotus, 19 

Eucratides, 70 

123 

Series 2. Antilakides, 8 

Ausius, 6 

14 

Series 3, Agathocles, lo 

Pantaleon, 2 

Coins without legends, 20 

32 

Series 4. Hermteus, 1 34 

Hermfeus, II I3g 

Hermeeus, III 10 

Sotereagas, 171 

Unadpheiros, 19 

Coins with horseman on the obverse, 8 

Coins as Fig. 41, 6 

384 


• On Mr. Burnes and myself visiting Manikyala, his Munshi or surveyor in- 
stantly remarked the similarity of the structure to that of Buddha monuments in 
Bombay.— J, G. Gerard. 
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Unarranged, Hcrmieus, 2 

Single specimens, 8 

10 

Total, Greek Coins, 568 

Class ludO'Scythic — Series 1, Kanerkos, 24 

As fig. 3 and 4, 22 

As fig. 5, 6 

As fig. 6 and 7 16 

68 

Series 2, Kadphises .37 

As fig. 3, 4, and 5, 2.54 

291 

Series 3, As 6g. 1 to 6, 56 

As fig. 7 to 9, 56 

As fig. 10, 9 

As fig. 11, 113 

234 

Unarranged and ambiguous, 12 

605 

Total, Indo-Scythic Coins,. ... 1173 

Guebre Coins, Parth. and Sass 161 

Nagree, 34 

Cufic, 122 

1490 

Unintelligible and useless, chiefly Indo-Seythic, as Figs. 3, 4, & 5, of 

Serfts, No. 2, 375 

Grand Total, Coppe., 1865 

Gold and Silver, Cufic, &c H 


1879 

Analysis of the Beghram Greek Coins with reference to Plates. 

Plate VIII, Series 1st — Recorded Kings of Bactria. 

Menander. 

Fig. 1. Obverse. A helmed head with Greek legend BAZIAEnS ZHTHPOZ ME- 
NANAPOT. 

Reverse. A figure of victory standing to the left, tlie right-hand 
stretfhed holds a wreath, the left-hand depends by the side, 
and holds a palm branch, legend Pehlevi.— •Monogram RJ B. 

This is one of fifteen quadrangular coins in my possession. I selected it for a 
apecimen, both on account of its superior preservation, and of the youthful 
appearance of the king. They all essentially agree, excepting that on the others 
the figure of victory is standing to the right. The monograms vary, HE and HS. 
On these coins the features of the celebrated Menander display the various 
transitions from youth to manhood. 

Fig. 2, Obverse. Head of elephant, with legend as preceding. 

Reverse. A lengthened figure (fish ?) legend Pehlevi — Monogram H A. 
Fig. 3, Obverse and reverse as preceding— Monogram appears to be A P. 
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Fig. 1, is one of twenty-one copper quadrangular coins in my possession, 
with the same monogram, altliough sliuck at various times and with different dies. 
—Fig 2 is given on account of the vaiiance, in the form of the elephant's head, and 
of the monogram ; it is tlic only one of the coinage I have met with. 

Fjg. 4, Otjverse. A lielmed head with usual Greek legend. 

Reverse. Figure of owl — legend Pehlevi — monogram 
Tliis is ?i^h unique specimen — a beautiful coin. The owl, it is well known, was an 
emblem of Minerva, and, figuratively, of Wisdom. 

Apoliodotus. 

Fig. Obverse. Figure of Apollo, standing to the left, his right-hand holding a 
dart or arrow ; left resting on a bow— the legend BASIAEflS 
AnOAAOAOTOT 2nTHP02. 


Reverse. 


Fig. 6, Reverse. 


Fig. 7, Oltverse. 
Reverse. 


I'.nibleni with two supports, in an oblong square, defined by dots 
or jioints — legend Pehlevi — on the right of the emblem is an am- 
biguous character, which may be the monogram. 

Emblem with three .supports. (Oracular tripod of Apollo at 
Dcljihos ■")— legend Pehlevi — monogram to the left of the emblem 
and ambiguous. The obverse of this coin resembles the preced- 
ing, theiefore not given. 

Figure of Apollo standing, facing the front — legend the usual one. 
The same tnpodical emblem, differently designed— legend Pehlevi 
— monogram 


Tliese are fhioe from nineteen cojipcr quadrangular coins in my possession, and 
will shew the vaiious types of the coins of Apoliodotus. Figures .5 and 7 aie 
single specimens. The omission of the prince’s bust will be heie noticed, and 
the substitution of the deity Apollo, to whom he was ])robably consecrated on his 
birth, whence his name Apoliodotus, or the gift of Apollo. 

Ei;cuaditI'.'<. 

Fig. 8, Obverse. Helmed head— Grei k legend BASIAEflS MEPAAOT ETKPATIAOT. 

Reverse. Two horsemen in charge, with spears couchunt, and palm branches 
— legend Pehlevi — monogram 
Fig. 9, Obrer.se. As preceding. 

Reverse. As jircceduig — monogram E. 

There arc two specimens from si\ty-six copper quadrangular coins in my posses- 
sion. They are all of e.xccllent workmanship, and the figures in spirited relief: — 
the features of the king are so clearly and strongly delineated as to impress us 
with the conviction of the fidelity of the poi trait, and we recognize therein, a 
sovereign worthy of his epithet “ The Great.’’ The monograms vary from the 
two noted above, to and toj ; the most prevalent is 

Fig. 10. Obverse. Helmed head — legend BASIAEH. ..... .ETKI.. . 

Reverse. Two conical emblems with palm branches — legend Pehlevi. 

This is one of two copper quadrangular coins in my possession. The letters 
EYKP being indubitably distinct, can only refer to a prince of the name Eukra- 
tides, while the epithet MEPAAOT obliterated on this specimen, being legible 
on the other, we may safely appropriate them. The conical emblems resembling 
bee-bives are here first noticed, which is to be remembered, as they are also 
adopted on tlie coins of a prince to be next noticed. 

Fig. 11, Obvei'se. Helmed head with usual Greek legend. 

Reverse. Female deity sitting, with turretted crown like Cybele ; to the 
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right one of the conical emblems — beneath the figure a straight 
scalloiied line. 

Tl.is, specimen is unique, the obverse in fine presertation ; the reverse a little 
defdced. 

Fig. 12 Obverse. Helmed head. 

lieverse. Two horsemen in charge. Legend BASIAEAS META 

An unique specimen— form oval although the name is not to he found here, 
fiom the horsemen on the rcveisc, and the epithet, we can have no doubt of its 
belonging to “ Eucratidcs the Gieat*." 

Plate IX. Series 2.— Antilakides. 

Fig. 13, Obverse. Bearded bust, with hllet or wreath around the head, a palm 
branch or similar emblem projecting from behind the neck. 
Greek legend -frOPOY ANTIAAKIAOT. 

B>ver8e. Two conical emblems, with two palm branches, Legend Pchleti. 
Monogram K. 

Fig. 14, Obverse. Bust-legend BASIAEHS NIKH+OPOT ANTIAAKIAOY. 

Reverse. As preceding — mom^fam obliterated. 

These aic two from eight copper Quadrangular coins in my possession. The 
firNt is of ^eiy spirited design, and tUe venerable features of the king are those of 
a Homer or a Socrates. The bearif on these coins is somewhat singular, ns it is 
not observed on the coins of the ekrly Greek princes. The legends are in pure 
Greek oliaiacters. The conical eii^ilcms on the reverse, we have, as noted before, 
been so foitumite to discover on single com of liucaATiobs, proving that they aro 
Bactiian. On two other coins vv4 have distinctly the monogram TT-S. 

/ At’sius. 

Fig. IT), Obverse. Bearded bi^st, with wreath round the head— hair terminating 
* m a pad— ^alm branch projecting from behind the neck. Greek 

igciid.ylsiAEnS ANIKK'.. ..Y2IOT. 

Reverse. elephant — legend Pchlevi. 

Fig. It), Oicerse. Bearde/bust, as preceding, Greek legend BA2lAEfl2 ANIKH- 
POYi* Atsiou, 

Reverse. Figuri of elephant — legend Pehlevi — monogram *Jf 2. 

These aie two from sixvcoppcr quadrangular coins m my possession — all of fine 
workmansl’ip and dcsign-vthe legends are in pure Greek characters. 1 read the 
name Ausius ; should the first letter by any chance be A in lieu of A, it will become 
Li ^iiJ", equally a Grecian name. It is curious that tlie monograms on these coins 
should be the same with those on some of Antila rides ; it may be that tlic year 
expressed by A2 was the last of the reign of Anti i, a rides, and the first of tliat of 
Al'siij>„ who fiom his aged features will not have been the son, but the brother, of 
the formei, a supposition which the great resemblance in features, similarity of 
costume, ^c. tend to confirm. The elephant on the reverse I suspect has no parti- 
cular or mystical meaning ; it was necessary to place some figure, and this was 
fixed upon, to let mankind know that the monarch was potent, and had such 
animals at command. The elephant, for like reasons, is to be seen on some of 
the coins of Seleucus, which 1 have procured at Bagdad. Why these two princes 
affected the beard and barbarian head-dress in preference to the warhke helms of 
• I have a similar coin, presented by Captain Wadk, in which the natus 
ETKPATIA.. is perfect.— E d. 
t Probably ANIKHTOT, wrtc/i.— E d. 
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the Bactrian princes, is difficult to decide, and although their high sounding epithets 
make us desirous of being better acquainted with them, I apprehend we shall only 
be enabled to allow them a limited sway in the regions south of the Caucasus ; 
probably, as I have hinted before, their capital was Alexandria ad Caucasum. 

Series 3. — Agathocles. 

Fig. 17, Obverse, Lion standing to the right. Greek legend BASIAEnS AEA- 
©OKAEOTS. 

Reverse. Female deity, with flower in right-hand. Legend Pehlevi. 

This is one often copper quadrangular coins in my possession. 

These coins, I presume, are sufficiently interesting ; and fortunately, the pure 
Greek characters of the legend leave i.o doubt as to the name of the prince. The 
same Agathoci.es occurs in history, having been borne by the celebrated tyrant 
of Sicily ; — by one of Alexander’s generals ; — and by his grandson, the illustrious 
son of Lysimachus, king of Thrace, put to death by his father on' account of 
the base and false information of his step-mother Arsinoe, the sister of Ptolemy 
S oTER, king of Egypt. He was Icilled about 28.3 B. C. While we are at a loss 
to assign the epoch of the prince, whose coins we now consider, we may be assured 
that he flourished near that of the Bactrian dynasty, or ere the Greek arts and 
perspicuity of language had declined. The deity on the rc\erse has no positive 
marks by which to identify her. If it be a flower she holds m her hand, she 
may be Flora ; if heads of wheat, she may be Ceres, or pei haps Proserpine the daugh- 
ter of Ceres ; — the cvidcuce is too slight, however, even to authorize an opinion. 

Pantaleon. 

Fig, 19, Obverse. Lion standing and facing to the right. Greek legend BA2IAEfl3 
nANTAAE0NT02. 

Reverse. Female deity with flower in right-hand. Legend Pehlevi*. 
This is one of two copper quadrangular coius in my possession. The exact 
coincidence of the figures on the obverse-s and reverses make us fain to consider 
these coins as referring to the same prince as the preceding, notwitlistamling the 
variation in the Greek legend. Pantaleon signifies in Greek “ in all things a lion,” 
that is, always brave. I know not whether to consider this term an epithet, or a 
name, nor do I remember whether as the latter it occuis in historyf. These coius 
have no monograms. 

Fig. 19, Obverse. Figure of lion standing to the left, over the back the character 
— under the head, another of this form, 

Reverse. Figure of elephant — over the back the character ^ . 

This is one from twenty copper quadrangular coins in my possession, the cha- 
racter noted on the rever'^e, not plain on the coin here represented, is supplied from 
another where it is distinct. These coins are mere massy lumps, the obverses 
Struck with a square formed die in the bulk of the metal, the obverses rising in 
relief above the surface. It must be owned, that the absence of legends renders 
their appropriation difficult and I have included them in this series only from the 
•The characters of the legend on this and ou the following coin, resemble very 
closely those of the inscription on the Allahabad column, No. 1, ^see page 112.) It 
will be important to trace them further.— Ed. 

t A Pantaleon occurs as a king of Pisa, who presided at the Olympic Games 
B. C. 664 .— Ed. 

Some light will I think be thrown on these coins by Captain Cautley’s dis* 
aovery near Sehdranpur.— E d. 
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jloincidences of the lion, the clumsy form of the coins, and the peculiarity to be 
observed in the sunken character ofthe obverses. The monogramical characters, it 
is feared, are too obscure to allow much to be gained from them, 
i Series 4. — Xyscean Princes, HERM^Eva I. 

Fig. 20, Obverse. Bust with wreath around the head ; hair dressed in curls, with 
fillets hanging do*,\n behind. Legend Greek, nearly obliterated* 

Reverse, Figure of male deity, probably Hercules, sitting on a throne* 
right hand extended and holding a wreath. Legend Pehlevi* 
Monogram 

Tins is one from twenty-eight copper coins in my possession ; it is represented 
here from the fine preservation of the bust, which enables us to become admirably 
acquainted with the features of the prince. 

Fig. 21, Obverse. Same as preceding. Greek legend BASIAEHS ^flTHPDS 
. EPMAIOT. 

Reverse. As preceding. 

This is one of six copper coins of the same size, on which the whole of the 
legends are clear and distinct. On the larger coins they are always imperfect, from 
the dies having been too large for them. By a comparison of these also, no doubt 
remains as to the intended legend. The coins of this prince arc remarkable for 
the fair execution of the bust ; the Greek characters are pure, but vary in regularity 
of form on many specimens, as they may have been struck at various periods, and 
by different dies. The position of IlEiicuLEfton the reverse reminds us of the coins 
of Euthydcmus. From every circumstance connected with these coins, we must 
place Hr.RM eus very nigh the Bactrian epoch. In setting him at the head of the 
Nysacan princes, 1 must confess I have only negati\e grounds, and incidental con- 
jectures. We cannot identify him with the Bactrian series ; his name forbids it. 
That he wa#a prince of power and talent, his coins attest, and his po^rait so hap- 
pily preserved on them, convinces us. That he governed at Nysa is proved by 
his medals being found there ; I therefore, in absence of more direct evidence, con- 
sider him a prince of Nysa, perhaps the founder of the dynasty there. All his coins 
agree in the same cast of features, those of a prince of fifty to sixty years of age. 
On a comparison of the Nyssean coins, we may suppose him the father of the 
youthful Hermjjus, whom I call the 2Qd ; and that his epoch was anterior to'HBB- 
M.EUs, whom I call the 3rd, is evident from the decline in the execution ofthe coins 
of the last, and from the corruption of the Greek characters on their legends. The 
adoption of the same name by these three princes seems to prove a connection of 
descent and lineage, so does the figure Hercules on the coins of Herm.eus the 
3rd. That this prince ruled at Nysa, we have the best evidence, because wc have 
his sepulchral monument there. 

Hkrm^i-.us II. 

Fig. 22, Obverse. Bust with diadem, fillets depending behind. Greek legend, 
illegible. 

Reverse. Female deity ( ’) — legend Pehlevi — monogram ambiguous. 

Fig. 23, Bust as preceding. Greek legend, portion legible, 02. 2V 

EPMAIOT. 

Reverse. As preceding. Monogram 

These are two from ten copper coins of the same size and type in my possession, 
the legend on the obverse, had the size of the coins allowed its full exhibition, 
would obviously have been BA2IAEn2 2ftTHP02 2V EPMAIOT. 

These coins are well executed, the figures in good relief, and the artist has 
done justice to the features of the youthful king ; there are some points of coin- 
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cldence between these coins and those of Herm^us I. which deserve to be pointed 
out. The figure on the obverse, I could wish had been a male, (but fear it is not,) 
as its position agrees with that of Hercules on the coins alluded to. The mono, 
grammic characters agree on both, or nearly so, and the style of the Greek cha- 
racters is precisely the same. Thus in the coins of the preceding series, we have 
noted the epithet SHTHPOS, has the 0 in the final syllable ; in those of Herm^us 
I, we first note the substitution of □, and it is continued in those before us. If the 
letters 3V be the epoch, we have 74 probably of the Nyssean dynasty. These would 
seem to require other sovereigns before Herm^eus I. and if it be necessary, our 
conjectures may supply them. 

Herm.eus III. 

Fig. 24, Obverse. Bust, with diadem and fillets. Greek legend, portion legible 

BA3IAEn3 2 THP02 EPM 

Reverse. Figure of Hercules, with club. Legend Pehlevi.i 
Fig. 25, Obverse. Bust, as preceding — Greek legend — the characters visible, con- 
fused from the use of dots or points at their angles. 

These are two specimens from sixty copper coins of the same size and type in 
my po‘<se^sion, besides which I have seventy-six smaller ones. These coins display a 
decline in stylo and execution, although in neither point of view absolutely bad. 
The smaller specimens are much inferior, many of them even wretched. The dif- 
ference in size between the dies and the coins, here also prevents us from obtain- 
ing any one specimen with the entire legend, but the letters EPM of the name 
distinct on a few, allow us to read the whole EPMAIOT as the preceding ones. On 
the reverses, the figure of Hercules is not to be mistaken. The legend on these 
coins from a general comparison will appear to be BASlAEflS 2 THPD2 2E 
EPMAIOT. If 2THPD2 or 2THrn22E have no signification as an epithet, I may 
suggest that^HPn2 be read 2nTHP02 and 2E be understood as the eifbch, which 
will be fortunate, as in numerals it will be 7.>, and the coins of IIerm.eus II. 
give us 2V or 74*. That he died young may be inferred from our meeting with 
none of his coins on which he has a more aged appearance than the one found 
present. The coins now considered are very numerous. I am not quite certain 
whether W’e may not eventually find on some of them, other names than that of 
HerM.kus. It is fortunate that the Pehlevi characters on the reverses are in much 
better style than the Greek characters ; a natural circumstance, as the artists were 
probably no longer Greeks, but natives, whose vernacular language was the 
former. 

Satisfactory it is to be enabled to assert that the burial place of Herm.eus the 
III. was near the modern Jelalabad, near which I feel convinced was the celebrat- 
ed city of Nysa. A tope called Jannl Tope in its neighbourhood was opened by 
M. Martin, who c.xtracted therefrom three small boxesof stone, containing trinkets 
and other trifles more curious than useful; also, loosely lying among the earth, 
were found between twenty and thirty of the copper coins of Herm.eus, rusty and 
defaced indeed, but easily recognizable as of the same type as those here described. 

SoiEREAOASt- 

Fig. 26, Obverse. Bust, with diadem and fillets behind hair in rows of curls; rays 

• The Greek numerals must then be read ME and MA.~Ed. 

t 1 have left this ns it stands in the MS. but there can be little doubt that the 
title is 2nTHP MErA2 ns read on the coins described and depicted by myself in the 
second volume of the Journal, (plates ii. xi. andxiii,) but with these plates before him, 
the author still finds reason to read the inscription HEPAX. — Ed. ♦ 
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of glory aroand the head ; right-hand holding a sword, mace, or 
emblem of command. Behind the head, a trident or symbol of 
supreme authority. 

Riverie. Horseman, the ends of his turban flowing in the wind ; his right 
hand extended, and holding what may be a short sword ; horse 
caparisoned, and apparently furnished with saddle ; before the 
horse a tridental symbol. Legend Greek, portion visible, 
enTHPHEFAC BACIAEV BACIAE... 

Fig. 27, Obvera. Bust, as preceding, sword or mace in right-hand, adorned with 
ribbons. 

Rg. 28, Reverie. Horseman, as in Fig.26. Legend Greek BA21AEVJ BA3IAEUJN 
SUTHP. 

Fig. 29, Obverte. Helmed head, looking to the left; before the figure a symbol 
difficult to explain, behind it the usual trident. 

Figures $6, 27, and 28, are from fifty-five copper coins of the same size and 
type in my possession ; Fig. 29 is from an unique specimen. Besides these I have 
one hundred and fifteen smaller copper coins of the same type. The whole of 
these coins are distinguished for tlie bold relief of the busts and figures. 

That the prince, whose medals are now before us, ruled and died at Nysn, is 
established by the fact of twenty-seven (I think) of his copper coin, similar in 
type to Fig. 26, having been extracted from his sepulchral monument in (he neigh- 
bourhood of Jellalabadby M. Martin. When w’C learn that this monarch's coins 
are found generally over the Punjab and north-w'estern provinces of India, even 
to Benares, we form high notions of his extended empire, and conceive exulted 
opinions of his talents, which are confirmed by the manly portrait disclosed on his 
medals. We feel a pride in drawing from obscuiity a line of princes, whose edicts 
emanating ^om Nysa, would seem for a considerable period to have influenced the 
political destinies of a large part of Asia. 

There are many points connected with these coins which deserve attention. On 
the obverses we first observe the king’s head, surrounded with rays ; we also here 
first observe the tiident ; an emblem to be found on all the succeeding coins of this 
class we have to notice. I presume this to be an emblem of supreme authority, 
but nothing more; as such I believe it was borne by Neptune and other gods of 
the Grecian mythology. On the reverse we have a horseman, a Bactrian Greek 
emblem, and on many of the coins, as Fig. 26, the Greek characters of the legend 
are much corrupted. On earlier coins of this prince, as Fig. 28, the legend is in 
fair Greek, and varies, as not comprising theHEFAC to be found in the first noted. 
The earlier coins have also a much younger appearance, as Fig. 27. 

I hesitate whether to consider CUJTHPHHerAC, a name or an epithet, or a com- 
pound of both. I incline to the latter, considering that CUTHP be understood an 
abbreviation of CUTHPOC and that HeFAC is the name of the prince : accordingly 
on some of the coins as before noted, we find the legend only BAClAEnC 
BACIAEUJN 2UJTHP*. On the other hand, or. the coins of a prince hereafter to be 
noticed, we find CUIRPHEFAC inserted apparently as an epithet. This prince 
however we can scarcely suppose Greek. Persons more conversant in the Greek 
language than I am, must decide this point. 

Fig. 29, is a spirited and valuable coin ; we rejoice to behold the warlike king, 
helmed after the manner of his Bactrian ancestors. On this we first observe a 

• This might have taught the author the real meaning of the inscription, but we pur- 
posely avoid correcting the text.^Eo, 

Y 
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lingular emblem which whatever it may be, serves to connect the next coin we 
notice with the Nysaean ones. On thecoma of Sotereagas, the title king of kings 
is first to be observed, borrowed probably from the Partinans. 

The reverse of this coin is not given, so exactly corresponding with that of tlie 
first figure, even as to the corrupted Greek charactei s, that it would appear to have 
been struck with the same die. 

Fig. 30, Obverse, Horseman. Legend Greek, but defaced. 

Reverse. Figure (female ?) looking to the right ; behind her an emblem, 
the same as noted in Fig. 29 ; in front another singular globular 
emblem. 

This is an unique specimen, which, until legible specimens be procured, must 
remain unappropriated. That it refers to the Nyssean princes is proved by the 
horseman, which here forms the obverse, and by the singular emblem before allud- 
ed to — the new emblem, no less curious, alike serves us in the arrangement of the 
three next coins which follows : • 

Fig. 31, Oieerae. Horseman. 

Reverse. Figure standing to the left, with globular emblem. 

Fig. 32, Obverse. Horseman, with trident. 

Reverse. Figure standing to the right, with globular emblem. 

Fig. 33, Obverse. Horseman. Legend Greek, portion legible AEHSBASIAEUJN. 

Reverse. Figure standing to the left, with globular emblem. 

Tliese three coins, from the types and symbols, we can pronounce Nyssean ; per- 
haps Fig, 31 and 33 may be the same — on the latter the Greek characters are phre 
and distinct. 

Unadpherros. 

Fig. 34, Obverse. Bearded bust, with diadem and fillets behind, jiker on head. 

Legend Greek; portion legible, ACIAEA2 SP-THPO . 

Fig. 3.5, Obvei'se. Bust. Legend Greek, portion visible, TEPPOT bA)IAE... 

Fig. 36, Riverse. Winged figure of victory standing to the right, with wreath ; 
hgend I’thleii. 

There are three from nineteen copper coins of the same size and type in my 
posse.ssion. The figuie of the prince is somewhat remarkable, but I hesitate not 
to believe him Greek, notwithstanding bis beard ; neither do 1 doubt of his connec- 
tion with Nysa. From a comparison of the united specimens, the Greek legend is 
undoubtedly DASlAEflS SflTHPOS TNAA*EPPOT. The tufts on the head I have 
considered the jiker, a plume of feathers worn to this day by Asiatic princes as 
an emblem of royalty. The Sudu-zye princes of Afghanistan were wont to 
wear fourjikers, and such of their grandees or officers whom they wished to dis 
tinguish by their favor, they allowed the permissiou of wearing one, or even two. 
The reverses of these coins have the figure of victory, also to be seen on those of 
Menander. 

Fig. 37, Obverse. Bust, with diadem and fillets behind; row of pearls beneath 
diadem. 

Reverse. Horse standing to the left, with forefoot raised. Legend 
Greek, but obscure, BACIAEA legible. 

This is one from six copper coins in my possession. I at first considered it 
Nyswan, from the horse on the reverse, as well as from the beardless bust of the 
prince ; but although 1 have included it here, 1 now very much doubt ; and am even 
not ceitain that it may not be Parthian — if any of the princes of that line are to 
be found without a beard. The legend is written in straight lines in place of the 

♦ 
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ttgual Greek peripheral form : — from a comparfaon of the six specimens, it will 
appear to be BACIA€A. . HAIIAcV HAIIAIVH : the last letter 1 am not clear whe- 
ther it be not intended for N. Two or three larger copper coins of this prince 
have been found in Kabul,, on which the bead is most preposterously large, the 
legend on these is still more unintelligible : a representation of one of these is given 
in the supplementary coins, bg. 48. 

Unarranged Greek Coins. 

Fig. 38, Obverse. Bust. Legend Greek BA2IAEnS 2nTHP EPMAIOT. 

Reverse. Horse standing to the right, forefoot raised— singular charac- 
ter ^ under his belly. Legend Pehlevi, 

This is one from two copper coins in my possession — the pad on the head is 
here to be noticed — the name EPMAIOT is beyond doubt, but 1 could not class 
this coin with those of Nysa, as the Greek characters of the legend refer to an 
antecedent period ; the quadrangular form of the coinage also forbids it. 

Fig. 39, OLverse. Figure obscured by time. Legend Greek, but illegible. 

Reverse. Macedonian infantry soldier probably of the phalanx, standing to 
the left, his right-hand extended and holding a wreath, armed 
with sjieir, sword, and shield. Legend Pehlevi. 

This is an unique specimen in my possession ; another was procured in Kabul, 
which I have represented in the supplementary coins, fig, 4.1 ; by this it will be 
Been that the figure on the obverse is that of Hrrculrs uith his club. The legend, 
here more intelligible, is unfortunately not sufficiently so, as to allow the identifi- 
cation of the coin. 

Fig. 40, Obverse. Figure obliterated. Legend Greek, but nearly effaced. 

Reverse. Figure apparently female, seated on a throne. Legend Pehlevi. 
This is an unique specimen in my possession ; another was procured at Kabul, re- 
presented, in the supplementary coins, fig. 44, which shew that the figure on the 
obverse is one standing to the left, with a tridental staff in the right-hand. 
It also shews that part of the Greek legenu is BA21AEUJ2 MErAADT. The epithet 
it will be observed was that adopted by Eucratides I. 1 doubt whether these coins 
can be referred to him from the presence of the characters U and □ in the legends, 
which indicate a later period. 

Fig. 41, Obverse. Lion rampant. Legend Greek, but defaced. 

Reverse. Humped cow. Legend Pehlevi. 

This is an unique specimen in my possession — the figures are in high relief. 
Besides the coins here noticed, I have five other single specimens, which, although 
unintelligble, are certainly Greek. Among them is a curious hemispherical coin. 
On the convex obverse is manifestly the delineation of a head ; on the reverse 
that of some animal. I give not the representation of this and the others, because 
nothing is gained from them, but the knowledge that our collection of Greek coins 
is not completed, and that farther discoveries remain to reward research. 
Supplementary Greek Coins. 

Fig. 42, Obverse. Helmed bust. Legend Greek, BA21AEn2 2nTHP02 ME- 
NANAPOT. 

Reverse. Warrior, in right-hand holding a dish of grapes or fruit, the 
left-hand upraised, holding a bundle of darts. Legend Pehlevi. 
This is a beautiful silver drachma, procured at Kabul, by M. Martin. The 
figure on the reverse admirably illuatrates the just ideas which influence^tbe illus- 
trious sovereign in his government. We need no excuse for introducing any token 
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which rcnderi nt more familiar with the youthful, the beautiful, aud beloved 

Menander. 

Fig. 43, Obverse. Figure of Hercules, with club. Legend Greek. 

Reverse. Macedonian infantry soldier. Legend Pehlevi, 

Fig. 44, Obverse. Figure with tridental staff. legend Greek. 

Reverse. Figure seated. Legend Pehlevi. 

These coins have before been alluded to, they were procured by M. Martin. 
Fig. 45, Obverse. Horseman, with Greek legend, portion legible, BA2IAEfl2 BA- 
SIAEflN 

Reverse. Figure of Ceres. Legend Pehlevi. 

Fig. 46’, Obverse. Horseman. Greek legend, portion legible, BA2lAEn2 BA2IAEAN. 

Reverse. Figure probably of Ceres. Legend Pehlevi. 

Fig. 47, Obverse. Horseman. Legend Greek, but obscure. 

Reverse. Figure of Ceres. Legend Pehlevi. 

These coins c\iilently refer to the Nystcan princes, they were procured* at Jelala- 
bad by M. Martin— the inscriptions are in pure Greek characters. These coini 
were originally coated over with silver. 

Fig. 48, Obverse. Bust. 

Reverse. Horse with fore-foot raised. Legend Greek, but obscure. 

This coin has been before alluded to, it was procured by M. Martin I believe 
at Jelalabad. 

Class Indo-Scytkic — Series No. 1. 

Fig. 1, Obverse. Figure of prince sacrificing on altar. Legend Greek, but partially 
prc.served, portion visible, A6VC BA lAEUJN KA 
Reverse. Female figure standing to the right : before her, a four-pronged 
symbol. Legend Greek, NANAIA. 

This is one of seven copper coinsof the same size andtypeinmy possession, the legend 
is unquestionably from a comparison of the specimens BACIAEVC BACIA^LdV KA- 
NHPKOT or “ The King of Kings Kanerkos.” These coins have attracted much 
attention. 1 have taken the liberty of making my remarks generally on them in tho 
former part of the memoir. With reference to the legend Nanaia, I may observe, 
that, there are numerous shrines in these parts of Asia, called by the Muhammedans, 
the Zedrats of Bibi Nas/m, or, “ the Lady Nannee.” Hindus also resort to them, 
and each claim the shiiiie or Zearat as peculiaily his own. The most celebrated of 
these is at Hingohl, as called by the natives, (the Hinglatz I believe of our maps,) on 
the coast of Lus, in Belochistan, near the junction of the Puralli river with the sea. 
Another famous shrine of Bibi Nnnni is on the river Bolan, in the pass leading from 
the Dusht Bedoulet to Kyrta— two or three are in the vicinity of Kabul. I am not 
sure whether the Hindus do not refer these shrines to their deity ParbaH. If 
Nanaia should have been the distinctive epithet applied to any of the Greek female 
deities or nymphs, she will be identified with the Hindu deity Pa rbatI, or tha 
one whose shrine is visited at Hingohl, &c., and the Muhammedans in NannI, may 
have preserved the Greek name Nanaia. 

Pig. 2, Obverse. Figure of jirince sacrificing on altar. Legend Greek, BAClA€VC 
BAClAeUV KANHPKOr 

Reverse. Female figure standing to the left, in her front four-pronged 
symbol. Legend Greek HAlOC. 

This is one from fourteen "copper coins in my possession of the same type, the 
legend them of the same princes ^ the former coitM considered. The 
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legend HAIOC in Greek signifjring the sun, the figure may be considered a 

priestess of Phoebus or Apollo. 

Fig. Obverse, Prince sacrificing on altar, legend corrupted Greek. 

Reverse. Figure standing to the left, with wreath in right-hand. Legend 
corrupted, illegible Greek. 

Pig. 4, Obverse. Prince ssciificing on altar. Legend Greek. 

Reverse, Figure standing to the left. Legend Greek. 

These are two from twenty-two copper coins of the same size and similar types : 
they have an evident connection, notwithstanding the legends appear to vary. They 
are too obscure to tllow me to attempt to decipher them until I have perfect leisure. 
Fig. Ji, Obverse. Prince sacrificing on altar. 

Reverse. Figure in a running or (lancing attitude. 

This is'one from six copper coins of the same size and type in my possession. 
This species is easily distinguished by the Bacchanuliau, (it may be ij^^j^piied,) pos- 
ture of the^giire on the obverse. 

Fig. 6, Obverse. Prince standing. 

Reverse. Figure standing to the right. Legend corrupt Greek — may be 
intended for NANAIA. 

Fig. 7, Obverse. Prince standing. 

Reverse. Figure standing to the left. Legend corrupted Greek — may be 
intended for HAIOC. 

These are two from sixteen copper coins of same size and similar types in my 
possession. I have introduced them into this series, of which the coins of Kaner. 
Kos take the lead, notwithstanding the omission of the altar, as they agree in one 
grand feature marking this series, viz., of the prince standing on the obverse, and 
of a figure or deity standing on the reverse ; if my conjectural reading of the legends 
be admitte(^ they should follow the coins of Kanerkos, or they may even belong 
to him. 

Series No. 2. 

Fig. 8, Obverse. Prince standing and sacrificing on an altar, a club or other 
emblem to his right; also a four-pronged symbol to his left, a 
tridental staff, the symbol of majesty. Legend Greek, portion 

. legible, BACIA€VC BACIA€V oShkAA*ICHC. 

Reverse. Female figure standing by cow, which looks to the right. Legend 
Pehlevi, but obliterated. 

Fig. 9, Obverse. As preceding. Legend Greek, BACIA6VC BACIA^UJN 
CUTHPHerAC OOH KAA+ICHC. 

Reverse. As preceding. Pehlevi, legend more distinct. 

Figure 8, is one of eight, and Fig. 9, one of twenty-nine copper coins of similar 
sizes and types in my possession. Happily the legend is clear, and happily we are 
able to announce that the king of kings Kadpuibrs was buried at Kabul, where 
his sepulchral monument was opened by M. Martin, and one of his gold medals 
extracted, a representation of which is given as a supplementary coin. The word 
Cu/rHPH€rAC occurring on the legends, somewhat perplexes me* ; the letters OOH, 
if the era, and denoting 800, may be of some importance, aa it may be Bodbist, and 
thatofSAXYA;iftheeraofGouTAiiA belooselytakenat 600 A.C. that of Kadph ibis 
will be about 200 A. D. Now of Greek princes who must have ruled in thw coun- 
tries before him, and subsequent to a known epoch, that of the overth4lof the 
• It is svi ently ffwrvp iieyas again. — Eo. 
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Bactrian monarchy, about 130 A. C. we have the coins of at least fifteen, without 
reckoning unappropiated ones — and if we suppose Kanerkos to be Kaniska, and 
that he and his image preceded Kadphises, we have three if not four princes here ; 
allowing upon an average fifteen years for the reign of each of the nineteen princes 
we have a total of two hundred and eighty-five years, which calculating from 130 
B. C. brings us to 155 A. D. : the remaining 45 years may very readily be granted 
to unidentified Greek princes, and we shall have fair grounds for presuming the 
era HOO to be that of Sakya, and that K <dphi8es reigned at Kabul about 200 A. D. 
Figs. 10, 11, & 12, Olvcrm. Princes sacrificing on altars. Legends corrupt Greek. 

Rcvprses. Figure standing before cow, which looks to the left. 

These are three from two huiilred and fifty-four copper coins of various sizes 
but similar types m my posacssion. 1 have not leisure to note all the observations 
which arise from a consideration of these coins. Tliat they refer to the series of 
Kanerkos and Kadphises is evident fromthc presence of the altars, andif they be 
Indo-Seythie, so are also these. Whilel so far agree willi Schlegel antfCol. Tod, 
I must diiTer fiom them in considering the figures on the reverses to represent 
“ Siva and his bull Nandi.” I know not what the bull may be, but the figure is 
certainly female. These are the most numerous types of coins found in these coun- 
tries. I think it probable thf y may be ultimately found to include those of several 
princes. They vary m point of execution from, tolerable to wretched ; tlie earliest 
specimens, such as fig. 10, are of fair workmanship. 

Series No. 3. 

Figs. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, & Ifi, Obverses. Princes standing. Legends corrupt Greek. 

Reverses, Figures on elephants. Legends corrupt Greek. 

These are six specimens from fifty-six copper coins of similar sizes and types in 
my possession. The elephant on the reierse of these coins renders them easily 
recognizable. On these coins, although the costume and attitude of Jlie princes 
are essentially the same with those of the two preceding series, yet the ab- 
sence of the altars suffices to arrange them distinctly — the legends appear 
to vary, but I think there can be little doubt but that the characters are 
intended for Greek. On the coins of this and the other Indo-Scythic series the 
exclusion of Pehlevi will be noted — the tridental staff and four-pronged symbol are 
continued on this aud ^e succeeding coins to be noticed. 

Figs, ly, 20, & 21, Obverse, Princes standing. 

Reverse, Female figure seating on throne (?). 

These are three from fifty-six copper coins of various sizes and similar types in 
my possession — these coins evidently refer to the same line of princes as the former; 
and the legends are as manifestly intended for Greek. 

Fig. 22, Obverse, Prince standing. 

Reverse, Sitting female deity on clouds (?). 

This is one from si.x copper coins of similar size and type in my possession. 

Fig. 23, Obverse. Princes standing. 

Reverse. Female deity on throne, circles of glory around her feet. 

This is one from one hundred and thirteen copper coins of similar type in my pos- 
session. These coins, although so numerously found, afford no specimens more 
perfect or intelligible than the one here represented, which will suffice to give a fair 
idea of the type. 

I hav^^ doubt but all these coins will be ultimately deciphered ; at present the 
reverses enable ns to note four distinct sets, it may be they will have to be subdi- 
vided heiWter:. 

> f 
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SupplmerUary Inde-Scytkie Come. 

Fig. 24, Obverse. Bust. Greek legead BACIA6VC OOH MV KAA«ICHC 

Reverse. Standing figure, naked, with three tails ; staff in right-hand— left 
hand holds a ball — in the left, four-pronged symbol. Legend 
Pehlevi. 

This is a representation of the gold medal found in the sepulchral monument of 
the king at Kabul— on the legend we have besides OOH — the letters probably 
MV or MT : if these be also numerals, they may express the years of his reign or 
of his dynasty. 

Kabul, 28^A Nov. 183:1. 


II . — Journal of a Route from Dt'ra Ghazi Khan, through the Veziri Coun- 
try, to Kabul. By Dr. Martin Honigberger, in a Letter to Captain 
C. M. Wade, Pol. Agent at Ludutna. Plate XIV. 

[Read at the Meeting of the 20th March.] 

The annual kafila of the Lokdnts was very late in assembling at 
Dt'ra bend this year. We did not leave that place until the 18th of 
May, and reached Kabul on the 28th of June. The heat of the weather 
during our journey was excessive. It was greater than that of Labor, 
In tents the thermometer rose to 38 Reaumur. Several person.^ jierished^ 
from the effects of the heat, as well as a horse belonging to me. 

It has pfoved an arduous and fatiguing journey. The ro.id through 
the lulls was extremely difficult, and strewed over with large stones. It 
was so narrow in some places as not to admit the pas.sage of a loaded 
camel. They were constantly falling down precipices with their kaja- 
was, and a good deal of proiicrty was sacrificed on the road from these 
accidents. No exertions were made with success at the time to recover it. 
On reaching the halting place, people were .seen complaining in every 
direction of the lo‘*s of something ; but those who formed the last part of 
kafla generally collected tlic property lying on the road, and delivered 
it to the owners on their arrival. 

From the time we entered the hills, until we reached Demendi, we 
were in constant alarm of the Veziris. ^ey did not however, shew 
themselves in sui;h force this year as they usually do, yet they did not 
forego their habitual depredations, and notwithstanding the vigilance of 
the armed men of our party, who were to be seen flourishing their arms 
and beating nakdras along the line, the Vezirts succeeded in carryings 
off several camels. Those that they could not take away, they killed oa 
the spot, and made the best of their way to their fastnesses in the hills. 

At night they would descend and vi«^it our camp, when if they found 
that our guards were not on the alert, they would steal any property 
that they could lay their hands on. There was no vestige of population 
where we were infested by these plunderers, and consequently the mer- 
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through the r^fxreWcouittfy before tim\ 

eatiift^lnto th^ hilk 

As ioon a« we had passed the limits of the Veziri tribe, we came in ^K>n- 
. tact with the Sttleimm kheil, who resemble the Veziris in their prjpdatory 
« habits, and like them have the virtue not to take the life of theh victims, 
"When a man falls into their hands, they strip him of every thing they 
hnd about him, and let him go. On the same principle of forbearance, 
anv of these freebooters fall into the hands of Lohanis, they^ spare hia 
life, but infliqt every other kind of injur)' on him, such as stoning and 
hwiting witliduhs. pulling off his beard, and setting it on fire. In fact, 
tlwy use almopt every species of torture shqji of death. On the arrival 
of a kafila among the Suleiman, tribe, they come and barter ghee, curd, 
ro^, and such like articles, with the merchants, for clothes, which en^ 
ables them to see and ascertain the situation of the property belonging 
to a ku^h, aud as the night falls, and the travellers retire to rest, these 
pests corns to the camp and carry off such things as they have previous- 
ly marked for their prey. 

0 There is a singular custom among these people : their women form 
/ their hair into ringlets, which they throw over their head, so as to cover 
their eyes, and half of the face ; and when the.se damsels wish to use 
..their eyes, they raise their heads backwards, so as to move these,? 
:^diiglet8 from the line of sight. The Lohmi women invariably have 

rt^i^eir forehead, and the ^enerali- 

clothes. Their tents are of the 


% Venetian gold coin suspended 
r ty of these people wear black-colourl^. 

colour. They speak the Afghani language, which is very harsh 
. \eftcouth, compared with the Persian ; but the mercantile part of th§ 

■ tribe, wbo resort to KM, Hindustan, and Bokhara, have a knowledge 
H'pf Hittddstani, Persian, and Turki. 1'heir wives aix' of great use to them. 

. They abare their toils, load their camels, pitch tlv ir tents, and perform 
every, other domestic duty. (Jn^their journeys they travel in kajmasiyf'o 
and two on each camel. Dpting the hot season, these people leave 
. their hoipes' and move towwdh Ghezdn, to -pass their time m the 
* neighbj^iMk& possess a cool and temperate climate 

th^ supermr ^levation. They generaLy pass two months On this 
Tmlgrato^ CX<mr«iOiir ,lhid remain the rest of the year at D&a bendz 
tW« be altog^l^ about one thousand famiUes of these Lobanisr 
four hm^dand til which reside t«t Belkhir, a pjace which they 
herit fx^m their forefatbera, and the others live at Kdrd bd^. 
maiwtai^a standing force of two hund^ horse, besides a portim of foot 
soldiers^ -vAbdnt one hundr^ ^ thaisepaidted from ha # the fbrtreii 
of «®d went KatMuxr, They have sitogh^er tcii^ 






